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NEWSLETTER 8 – November 2018 

Dear Clapham (and Patching) residents, 

Definition of the purpose of the Trust 

We’d like to thank all of the Clapham residents who responded to our invitation for comments on the proposed 

wording; we were very pleased with the level of response, as we heard from no fewer than 38 people in 31 separate 

households.  This included formal responses from CPR and CPCSCP – the Parish Council did not have a meeting 

before the deadline, but all three Councillors nevertheless sent their individual comments.  We feel this gives us a 

very good sense of what residents think about the suggested definition.   

Three respondents did not actually comment on the proposed wording, but everyone else supported it either as it 

stood or with some changes.  Many of these suggestions were extremely helpful, and we have taken them on board.  

The final phrasing which we have sent to the Charity Commission is therefore as follows: 

“The purpose of the charity is to provide and maintain in good order a publicly accessible green space for 

recreational use for the benefit of the inhabitants of Clapham Parish.” 

A number of people thought that the definition should include specific mention of a shop/café.  However, we were 

unable to incorporate this as the Charity Commission had said very clearly that “while this [the operation of a shop 

on a small part of the charity’s property] may be a good community use, it is not a charitable use”.    This doesn’t 

mean, however, that we are opposed to having a shop and/or café on a small part of the land – far from it.   Despite 

the recent closure of The Junction, we would welcome a successor to it, if a community or indeed private operator 

can be found (though they would have to pay a market rent, as the Charity Commission has made clear).  If people in 

the community are able to put together a group to run a new shop/café on a wholly (or mainly) volunteer basis – or 

if you can think of anyone who might be interested in doing so on a private commercial basis – please let us know. 

Some of the suggested additional wording was, we felt, unnecessary because the points were already covered in the 

existing Conveyance, which the new document doesn’t replace – it simply sits alongside it to provide a clear 

definition of the purpose of the Trust.   So we don’t need to repeat any of the wording from the Conveyance, or to 

define where the Recreation Ground is.   And a couple of suggestions actually went against what is stated in the 

Conveyance, which is something we can’t do. 

Some other suggestions seemed to be too broad, and could have led in future to uses which actually excluded 

provision of a recreation ground (e.g. ‘village amenity’).   Others seemed not to change the meaning (e.g. ‘leisure’ 

instead of ‘recreation’).  It was suggested that specific mention should be made of the children’s playground, but the 

Charity Commission has told us that this is definitely included in their definition of ‘recreation’, and in any case the 

provision and maintenance of a playground is not something that can reasonably be expected of the current or 

future Trustees. 

Our formal submission – together with details of all the responses – has now gone to the Charity Commission, 

alongside an application for permission to grant a lease to the Parish Council, and we hope to hear from the 

Commission very soon .  We will of course keep everyone informed. 

 

Further information is available on the villages website at https://www.claphamandpatching-

westsussex.org.uk/recreation-ground-trust. As always, we are happy to answer any questions you may have – our 

email is CRGT-Secretary@morris-assocs.demon.co.uk 

 

The Trustees                                                           November 2018 


